Genesis

God’s World. God’s Story.

A Forward-Looking Faith
Genesis 23

Big Idea: My faith looks forward to a life beyond in a
better land.

Outline:

1. Abraham’s Faith Looking Forward (Gen. 23)

a. Past the Pain of Death
b. To God Preserving Big Promises
c. With Little Steps of Faith

2. ALife Beyond in a Better Land

a. Shouting A Bodily Resurrection (Matthew 22:23-33)

b. Reading my Bible Like Jesus
c. Seekinga Heavenly Country (Hebrews 11:8-16)

d. Living for My Best Life



Discussion Questions:

1.

Genesis 23 at first might seem to have very little relevance to the big
story of Genesis or to our lives. Why is this chapter included in Genesis
and how might it be “profitable” for the Christian (2 Tim. 3:16-17)?

. Have you ever had an existential crisis thinking about death and what

comes after? How can a Christian deal with thinking about death?

. Isitwrong to mourn the death of a loved one? How can Christians

mourn in the face of death? (See Genesis 23:1-2, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-
18,John 11:21-26, 33-36)

. Genesis 23 doesn‘t specifically mention heaven, the afterlife, or a

resurrection when Sarah dies. Why do you think the narrator of Genesis
would leave out these important details?

. What can we learn from Jesus’ interpretation of the Old Testament in

Matthew 22:23-337? Specifically, how can we read the OT like Jesus?

. What are some passages of Scripture that teach about heaven, the

resurrection, and/or eternity? What promises do we have to look
forward to from these passages?

. How can you live with heaven and our future resurrection in mind

today?

Should the Christian expect to have “your best life now”? Why or why
not?
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Matthew 22:23-337? Specifically, how can we read the OT like Jesus?
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resurrection, and/or eternity? What promises do we have to look
forward to from these passages?

. How can you live with heaven and our future resurrection in mind

today?
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. How can you live with heaven and our future resurrection in mind

today?

Should the Christian expect to have “your best life now”? Why or why
not?



Genesis

God’s World. God’s Story.

A Forward-Looking Faith
Genesis 23

Big Idea: My faith looks forward to a life beyond in a
better land.

Outline:

1. Abraham’s Faith Looking Forward (Gen. 23)

a. Past the Pain of Death
b. To God Preserving Big Promises
c. With Little Steps of Faith

2. ALife Beyond in a Better Land

a. Shouting A Bodily Resurrection (Matthew 22:23-33)

b. Reading my Bible Like Jesus
c. Seekinga Heavenly Country (Hebrews 11:8-16)

d. Living for My Best Life



Discussion Questions:

1.

Genesis 23 at first might seem to have very little relevance to the big
story of Genesis or to our lives. Why is this chapter included in Genesis
and how might it be “profitable” for the Christian (2 Tim. 3:16-17)?

. Have you ever had an existential crisis thinking about death and what

comes after? How can a Christian deal with thinking about death?

. Isitwrong to mourn the death of a loved one? How can Christians

mourn in the face of death? (See Genesis 23:1-2, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-
18,John 11:21-26, 33-36)

. Genesis 23 doesn‘t specifically mention heaven, the afterlife, or a

resurrection when Sarah dies. Why do you think the narrator of Genesis
would leave out these important details?

. What can we learn from Jesus’ interpretation of the Old Testament in

Matthew 22:23-337? Specifically, how can we read the OT like Jesus?

. What are some passages of Scripture that teach about heaven, the

resurrection, and/or eternity? What promises do we have to look
forward to from these passages?

. How can you live with heaven and our future resurrection in mind

today?

Should the Christian expect to have “your best life now”? Why or why
not?



